
































The TUC, AFL and CIO all
enthusiastically supported
their governments during
the Second World War.
Most socialists and
communists supported it
too, especially after
Germany invaded the
Soviet Union.

By the end of the Second
World War they won even
more political influence
than in the First. Britain
had a Labour Government.
American unions
deepened their alliance
with the ruling Democratic
Party. Both of them also
built an uneasy alliance
with Soviet trade unions.

In 1945, trade unionists
from East and West met
for a World Trade Union
Conference in London to
press for the rights of
labour and unions in the
world after the war. That
conference created a
World Federation of
Labour.
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A The President of the CIO,
CGharles Murray (featured in
pamphiet), the President of
the AFL, William Green, and
the General Secretary of the
TUG, Walter Gitrine, all found
it much easier to rally their
members against the Nazis
than they had against the
Kaiser nearly three decades
earlier.

King George VI chats with
British, American, Soviet and
Chinese delegates to the
WTUC. The delegates seem
friendly. Soon, however, the

s British and American labour
movements would find

y themselves on the other side
of a cold war from their old
allies.
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New challenges

British and American trade

unions face challenges
today that are wide, and
deep. Global corporations
move production from
high-wage to low-wage
countries. Robots and
automation threaten the
jobs that remain. Living
standards for most people
stagnate or fall.

The economic slump that
began with the financial
crisis of 2007-8 is not over
yet, and new downturns
might lead to new lows.

Anti-union rightists in A Thanks to Martin Row:
Britain and the United
States have been
emboldened by the
election of Donald Trump,
and by the UK's vote to

leave the EU.

The special relationship
between the British and
American labour
movements has never
seemed more necessary,
or seemed so far away.
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